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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the interview with attorney of the record (Mr. 
Richard C. Salfelder (Reg. No. 51,127), and a proposed amendment filed on 3/19/2007. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-7, 16-23, and 32-34 are pending; wherein claims 5, 8-15, and 24-31 
are canceled. 

Examiner 's amendment: 

3. The authorization for this amendment was given by Mr. Salfelder (attorney for 
applicants) on 3/19/2007. Should the changes be unacceptable to applicants, an 
amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such 
an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The pending claim 32 has been agreed to amend as follows: 
Claim 32, line 2, inserting the following paragraph: 

— a GPS unit adapted to detect a present position of a vehicle based on 
information from at least one GPS satellite; - 

Allowable Subject Matter and Reason for Allowance 

4. Independent claims 1,17, and 32 are allowable over closest available prior art of 
Kishi et al. (US Pat. 5,638,279), and Garmin (GPS) International because these 
references do not disclose or suggest a vehicle navigation system, comprising: 

a controller is adapted to generate the indication of the vehicle's progression by 
one of gradually filling the arrow with color and gradually removing color from the 
arrow. 

Kishi et al. disclose that a navigation system stores information relating to the 
vehicle course to a defined target point, with display of map information relating to the 
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actual vehicle position and its immediate surroundings. A discrete display indicates the 
vehicle position as it approaches an intersection from a point at a defined distance from 
the latter, the display terminated when the vehicle has passed the intersection. Pref. the 
discrete display uses a vehicle position marker which is indexed in step in the direction of 
the displayed intersection. The point at which the vehicle passes the intersection is 
determined from the vehicle travel direction variation. 

Kishi et al. provides real-time display of vehicle position upon approaching each 
vehicle intersection. 

Kishi et al.'s display format only includes moving the mark in increments relative 
to the map information toward a displayed intersection corresponding to the intersection 
being approached by the vehicle as the vehicle moves toward the intersection and 
maintaining the mark at the displayed intersection until the vehicle has passed the 
intersection. 

Garmin International's nuvi models do not disclose about gradually filling a 
direction arrow with color, and gradually removing said color from said arrow in a 
navigation system. 

5. Claims 2-4, 6-7, and 16 are allowable because they are dependent on allowed 
claim 1. 

Claims 18-23 are allowable because they are dependent on allowed claim 17. 
Claims 33-34 are allowable because they are dependent on allowed claim 32. 

Conclusion 

6. Claims 1-4, 6-7, 16-23, and 32-34 are patentable. They are renumbered as claims 
1-17. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CUONG H. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6759 (email address: cuong.nguyen@uspto.gov). The examiner can normally be 
reached on 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, THOMAS G. BLACK can be reached on 571-272-6956. The Rightfax 
number for the examiner where this application is assigned is 571-273-6759. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Bu^ness 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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